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“Blossom by blossom the spring begins” 

 

“If we had no winter, the spring would not be as pleasant” 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Delighted the season of spring is finally upon us. We have been really busy at The 

Burrow for the month of January and a have a few things to share… 

 

THANK YOU 

A big heartfelt thank you to David Martin (Caleb, Abigail, Clara and Daniel’s 

Dad) who has joined us for our weekly assemblies each Friday morning at 8.45 

am. He has taught us God is a “Goat” (Greatest Of All Time!) and had lots of our 

students reading Bible passages in other languages: Portuguese (Brian 6th), 

German (Kila 6th), French (Mrs Harper), Gaeilge (Joshua 6th). 

 

We welcome back Canon Brew next week, who has made a full recovery after 

his knee operation. 
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Postal Bible Schools will be visiting the school on Friday 28th February to award 

prizes for work that the children have completed throughout the year. 
 

WELLNESS WEEK 
We celebrated “Wellbeing Week” on January 13th – 17th with mindful minutes, 

walks to The Burrow Beach and “Slipper Day” on Friday. 

 
 

     
 

We purchased a 2nd new bench for the back garden so lots of space now for 

students to “chit-chat” and enjoy the fresh air too! 

 

TY STUDENTS AND TEACHING PRACTICE  
We welcome back past pupils Jack Maguire, Orna Hickey, Aedán L’Estrange, 

Sophie Gleeson and Yanna Quinn, who will be completing their TY work 

experience with us over the coming weeks. 

 

The following Bachelor of Education student teachers from DCU CICE will be 

joining us for their Teaching Practice: 

 

Mr McLeod Junior Infants  24th February  

Ms Armitage Senior Infants 10th Feb – 11th March 

Ms Fowler 2nd Class 10th Feb – 6th March 

Ms Jackson 3rd Class 10th Feb – 11th March 

Ms Maguire 4th Class 16th March – 3rd April 

Ms Whiteford 6th Class 16th March – 3rd April 
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Past pupil and leaving cert student Delia Cotter came in to present her project 

on Climate Change to 5th and 6th class. She was engaging and inspiring and we 

wish her the very best in her exams in June. 

 

 

GREEN SCHOOL COMMITTEE 2019 -2020 

 
Here are the members of the Green School Committee 2019-2020 

 

Lynn Harley, Patrick Jackson, Maeve Swindell 

6th Class Amy Watson & Harry Flood 

5th Class Grace Gallagher & Ryan Collier 

4th Class Nicholas Rís Byrne & Isla Watson 

3rd Class Fia Ní Chíobháin & Ben Robinson 

2nd Class Dennis Ciudac & Karissa Hannon 

1st Class Lucy Sweetman & Samual McQuade 
 

4th class learning and experimenting with magnets: 
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SCHOOL START TIME: 8.35AM 
Reminder that school starts when the doors open at 8.35am and all students 

should be in at this time, ready to start their day. The teaching day is 5 hours 

40 mins (infant day 4 hours 40 mins), and your child is entitled to this. To 

encourage good punctuality children should line up in their yard lines and 

teachers will be ready to receive them at 8.35am, when the doors open. 

Please note that children remain in your care until this time. 

 

Junior Infants and 6th Class lining up in the morning… 

   
 

SPORTS 
Basketball Matches – friendly games organised for Thursday 6th and Monday 10th 

in St Laurences, Baldoyle and Holy Trinity, Donaghemede for after school 

basketball players (details will follow to those involved). 

1 Day Squash Tournament – U11 boys 6th February, U13 boys Thursday 13th 

February and U11 Girls Wednesday 12th February 9am – 1pm at SLTC (details will 

follow to those involved). 

 

FAME AND RTÉ 
It was a pleasure to bring the 4th class students over to RTÉ to be in the 

audience for the recording of “Cleas Act”.  It was an enjoyable afternoon and it 

gave us all a great insight into what goes on behind the scenes of TV 

programme production. The students were excellently behaved and 

represented the school to the standard that I would expect. A huge thank you 

to Jessica, Isobel's mum, who accompanied us on the day and who picked up 

cúpla focail Gaeilge too! The episode of "Cleas Act" is expected to be 

broadcast in March, I will let you know when I hear.  

 
 



5 

 

2nd Class had the RTÉ camera crew and reporter in to their classroom on 

Wednesday 15th January at 9.30am to record a piece on their ‘Picker Pal’ 

initiative. It was broadcast on News2day that afternoon, so I hope everyone 

tuned in to watch it! 

 

WRITER OF THE MONTH  
Congratulations to Lucy in 2nd class for achieving February’s writer of the month. 

 
                                                 

MUSICALITY 
The Musicality group has announced their show for this year will be “The Wizard 

of Oz”. Save the date for Friday 20th March. Exact show time to be confirmed. 

 

DEFIBRILLATOR 
We are hoping to start fundraising for a defibrillator for the school. We expect 

the cost to be about €2000. If any parent/business would like to donate/sponsor 

for this let me know. We will be having a cake sale on February 14th to raise 

money for the defibrillator. Details to follow. 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH CORNER     

      Family Service is on Sunday 9th February at 10.30 am, all welcome. 

 

SCHOOL CLOSURE  
The teachers will undertake training in the new Primary Language Curriculum. In 

order to facilitate this engagement The Department of Education and Skills has 

instructed the school to take a half-day closure. To minimise the inconvenience 

to parents, the school will close at the earlier time of 1.15 on Friday 14th February. 

After school Cricket will take place at 1.15pm on that day. 

 

Mid-term break: Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Mrs Gardner who is expecting her second child in June. She 

will be going on maternity leave in mid-May. 
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PA CORNER 
A very belated Happy New Year to you all – and congratulations for getting through January! 

Before we get into events for 2020, we wanted to thank you again for your support in 2019. So 

many parents and pupils got involved in and attended both the Hallowe’en event and the 

Christmas Fair, which made both events enjoyable for everyone – plus it brought in over €10,000 

for the school. So thank you again. If anyone has any feedback on either event, please do get in 

contact – burrowschoolpa@gmail.com 

 

Upcoming events 

We are currently in planning mode for events coming up later this year. Our first event will be a 

clothing collection with Bag2School, which will take place in March – a definite date will be 

circulated in the next newsletter and through your class reps over the coming weeks. So please 

start putting away those old clothes and soft toys! 

 

Our big parents event for 2020 is brand-new, and we really hope you’ll like and support it. We are 

planning a “foodie event” in late April/early May, A Taste of Burrow, which will include a 

cookery demonstration by at least one leading Irish chef, food-related challenges, a fantastic raffle 

with lots of foodie and other prizes – and of course drinks and refreshments too. We’re hoping 

that any Burrow parents with food/entertaining businesses of their own – or with links to local 

food businesses – would like to get involved. One of the ideas we have is to include space for 

local/Burrow businesses to showcase their offerings at the event; if this is something that might 

interest you, please get in touch with us at burrowschoolpa@gmail.com or contact Penny on 

0863870644. Or of course if you’d like to get involved with the event in any other way, please 

contact us! 

 

Moving on into the summer term, we’re hoping for a spell of good weather for our final two 

events – a summer school time lunch BBQ for the kids and of course Sports Day! More 

information will be circulated about these events closer to the time. 

 

In the meantime, thanks once again for your support. If you would like to get involved in any PA 

events – or if you are interested in joining the PA for the next school year, please do contact us, 

we’d love to hear from you. 

   _______________________________________ 

    

As always if you have any questions/queries, big or small please contact the 

school directly. We will endeavor to help you in the best way possible.  

 

 
& the Burrow staff 
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